HIGHSIGHT

HIGH SCHOOL PREP APPLICATION

HIGH SCHOOL PREP is for motivated students who will be entering the eighth grade as of autumn 2008.
This is an opportunity for students to participate in enrichment activities that will help them improve
academic achievement and examine the reality of attending a quality college preparatory high school.

TO QUALIFY FOR HIGH SCHOOL PREP YOU MUST:
e Be entering the 8" grade as of Autumn 2008
e Live in Chicago
e Come from a family that exhibits financial need:
Maximum qualifying income for a family of four: $40,000; Add $2,500 for each additional
family member

¢ Turn in a completed application on or before May 14, 2008

* Be able to attend the program held Monday thru Friday in the mornings from July 7 to
August 13, 2008

e Be willing and able to participate fully in all the activities such as reading, writing,
math, and character development.

Each family will learn the status of their application on or before June 17, 2008

HIGH SCHOOL PREP APPLICATION DUE:

May 14, 2008

HIGHSIGHT

HIGH SCHOOL PREP
315 WEST WALTON
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

PHONE 312.787.9824
FAX 312.787.7713

www.highsight.org



HIGH SCHOOL PREP

EXPECTATIONS

We have high expectations for you as a HIGH SCHOOL PREP student. We will challenge you to focus on your school
work and become better prepared to attend the best possible high school. You will be expected to be here on time all the
time, have a positive attitude, work hard and have fun with the entire HHGH SCHOOL PREP experience.

ACTIVITIES

As a student you will be required to participate in a number of creative enrichment activities designed to support and
challenge you academically, socially and physically.

Academic Activities
You will attend morning academic sessions five days a week where you will focus on reading, writing, math and study
skills. It will be intense, so you should bring a ton of effort and a lot of creativity with you.

Character Development

You will also take classes to strengthen your character. The classes will focus on effective communication, good
interpersonal skills and confidence building activities. You will do exercises that will allow you to experience your world in
more positive ways and become better prepared for success in a college preparatory high school.

High School Selection

The goal for each HIGH SCHOOL PREP student is that you will attend a quality high school, so we have a number of
activities to support that aim. It begins with familiarizing you and your parents with the different choices there are for
students in Chicago. You will examine the reality of attending selective enrollment public schools, charter schools and
elite boarding schools. You will also get an in-depth look at Chicago’s private high schools—HighSight’s specialty. Then
there is individualized counseling, high school visits and assistance in securing scholarships for the next four years if your
desire is to attend a private high school.

Insight

At the end of the summer, all Youth Forward Academy participants have the option to apply to the 8" grade Insight
Tutor/Mentor Program. The Insight Program runs on Mondays during the academic year (late September thru mid May).
Throughout the program students will receive academic and social support and coaching through the high school
selection process from staff and adult volunteer mentors.

SELECTION PROCESS

First you must be moving into the 8" grade in Autumn 2008. Then you must submit a completed application with all of the
supplements by Wednesday, May 14 to HighSight.

We will then review all of the applications and interview the candidates who demonstrate the strongest desire to be a
HIGH SCHOOL PREP student. We will receive approximately 90 applications, interviews will be offered to 45 candidates
and we will select 30 students to join us this summer.

We are looking for good kids who work hard in the classroom and are ready, willing and able to take advantage of the
positive opportunities that are presented to them. If this is you, we encourage you to apply to the HIGH SCHOOL PREP
program. Good luck with your application and if you have any questions, please give us a call.



HIGH SCHOOL PREP - APPLICATION FORM

STUDENT INFORMATION (Please do not leave any spaces blank)

Entering Grade:

Student's Name: Female __ Male___ Ethnicity:
Address: Zip: Telephone:
Date of Birth: Elementary School:

Favorite Subject: Favorite Novel:

Language spoken at home: E-mail address:

Will there be any dates missed between July 7, 2008 and August 13, 2008? Why?

FAMILY INFORMATION

Mother Father

Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Zip: Telephone: Zip: Telephone:
E-mail: E-mail:
Employer: Employer:
Title: Title:
Telephone: Telephone:
Parent’s marital status: _ Married __ Single __ Separated __ Divorced _ Widowed _  Re-Married
Student lives with (check all thatapply): _ Mother __ Father __ Grandparent(s) Other
Student’s brothers and sisters: # of brothers _ # of sisters
Please list names and additional information below

Name Age School Grade

FINANCIAL INFORMATION (Please do not leave any spaces blank)

Annual household income: Does your child qualify for free or reduced lunch?
Do you own your home? Monthly rent or mortgage payment:
Do you own a car? Automobile make, model and year:

* Please include a copy of your most recent Form 1040 Federal Income Tax Return

HIGH SCHOOL PREP - APPLICATION FORM
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PARENT STATEMENT

Please answer the following question. You may use the space provided or attach a separate sheet of paper.

1. Why do you want your child to be in HIGHSIGHT HIGH SCHOOL PREP?

STUDENT ESSAYS

Please answer the following questions in essay format. Each essay must be handwritten (not typed) on a separate sheet of paper.
1. What do you like and dislike about school. Give details for both.
2. What high school do you think you want to attend? Why?

CHECKLIST

For this application to be considered every question must be answered and all of the information requested below must be received.
__ Application Form __ Most Recent 7" Grade Report Card
_____ Parent Statement __ Most Recent Standardized Test Scores
__ Student Essays __ Most Recent Form 1040 Federal Tax Return (copy)

By signing below, we certify that the information supplied on this application is accurate and ensure regular attendance and full
participation in the six-week summer HIGH SCHOOL PREP program.

Student Signature Parent Signature

Date Date

Each family will learn the status of their applications on or before June 17, 2008

CURRENT TEACHER NOMINATION Due Date: Wednesday, May 14, 2008

HIGHSIGHT HIGH SCHOOL PREP Applicant’s Name:

You have been chosen by this student to write a letter of recommendation for their HIGHSIGHT HIGH SCHOOL PREP application. The



student’s current teacher must complete this recommendation form. Thank you for your time and cooperation.

HIGH SCHOOL PREP is for motivated students who will be in the eighth grade as of Autumn 2008. The goal of HIGH SCHOOL PREP
is to help students improve their academic achievement and examine the reality of attending a quality college preparatory high school.

Please use the scale to rank the APPLICANT in the areas indicated below.

LOW AVERAGE HIGH
1 2 3 4 5

Academic effort Positive attitude Respect towards peers Family support
Academic achievement Promptness Respect towards teachers Positive contribution
to school
community

Please rank the APPLICANT compared to his or her classmates (i.e. 5/24) in the following areas:

Character Academic effort Academic performance

Please describe your assessment of this applicant’s readiness to participate in an intense academic enrichment summer experience.
You may use the space provided or attach a separate sheet of paper.

Signature: Title:
Name: School:
E-mail address: Telephone:

This form can be returned with the application or sent in confidence by Wednesday, May 14, 2008 to:
HIGHSIGHT
315 West Walton
Chicago, lllinois 60610

Phone: 312.787.9824 - Fax: 312.787.7713 - www.highsight.org




